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Ciclo Rede  

A bike-route network  
in the city of São Paulo 

Background 
The “Ciclo Rede” project is a recent initiative of 
the São Paulo Municipality with GTZ to 
promote the use of bicycles as an alternative 
mode of transport in the São Paulo City area. 

The chaotic traffic situation in São Paulo - 
which frequently causes stress to the 
population, due to air pollution and traffic jams 
- is caused by insufficient public transport and 
a high number of vehicles in a population of 
nearly 10 million inhabitants.  
Research has shown that nearly 10 million 
short distance trips are made daily by 
pedestrians, indicating significant potential for 
the use of bicycles. 

Methodological approach 
The “Ciclo Rede” guide contains a map of 
bicycle routes, forming a network in an area of 
about 40 square km in the north-western part 
of the city.  

Detail of “Ciclo Rede” 

The routes are traced essentially on secondary 
roads and are mapped according to the 
following criteria: 

! Relatively less car traffic, 
! Abundance of trees and shade 

protection from the sun,  
! Scenic routes, 
! Small or no inclination, 
! Most direct and straight connections 

between main urban points such as 
public institutions, commercial and 
cultural centers, and public parks. 

The map guide, of which 40,000 copies were 
distributed, contains safety hints and tips for 
urban bikers, such as addresses of bike shops 
and cyclist NGOs. 

The strong point of this initiative is the fact that 
it was implemented by experienced “urban 
bikers”, in cooperation with the municipal 
Secretary of the Environment. Thus it 
represents a realistic conception of the 
possibilities of bicycle use in São Paulo, 
supported by several NGOs. Upon publication 
it received considerable attention by the local 
media and residents.

GTZ provided impetus for the idea, and 
financed mapping the routes by contracting 
experienced bikers. The editing, publication 
and distribution of the guide, and promotional 
events, were sponsored by private companies 
together with the municipality. 

As a follow-up measure, a new “Ciclo Rede” 
was introduced by the municipality in the 
historic center of São Paulo, giving 
continuation to the initiative. 

Implementation
Although some steps towards sustainability 
have been taken, “Ciclo Rede” is presently not 
officially supported by the local government 
(City Secretary of Transport). Without 
adequate signposting and construction of 
special bike routes in crucial stretches of the 
network, it lacks attractiveness for the 
“newcomer” or casual biker and will be 
restricted to a rather small and experienced 
group of “professional bikers”. Other 
municipalities have shown interest in adapting 
the concept, suggesting that the goal of 
creating more awareness of urban transport 
and environmental issues has been achieved 
by “Ciclo Rede”.  

Andreas Marker 
Andreas Nieters, 16/09/2002 
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